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SUBJECT: REPORTED TRAVEL CONTROL IN WESTERN NEPAL: DISARMING 
OF KHAMPAS 

REF: STATE 156826 

1. HOME MINISTER ANNOUNCED IN PANCHAYAT SESSION JULY 21 THAT 
KHAMPAS HAVE STARTED SURRENDERING ARMS, WEAPONS AND COMMUNICATION 
EQUIPMENT IN THEIR POSSESSION. ACCORDING TO HOME MINISTER, 2,967 
KHAMPAS HAVE SO FAR RECEIVED IDENTITY CARDS AND HANDED OVER SOME 
WEAPONS AND COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT TO GON. HE ADDED THAT KHAMPAS 
WERE "PREPARING TO SURRENDER REMAINING ARMS AND 

EQUIPMENT". HOME MINISTER REPEATED THAT KHAMPAS HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN ULTIMATUM BY GON TO SURRENDER ALL ARMS AND EQUIPMENT BY 
JULY 26. 

2. IN VIEW OF SITUATION INVOLVING KHAMPAS, HOME MINISTER SAID THAT 
ENTIRE "NORTHERN REGION" HAD BEEN DECLARED RESTRICTED ZONE AND THAT 
ENTRY OF FOREIGNERS TO THIS ZONE WAS PROHIBITED. WHILE AREAS 
COVERED BY HOME MINISTER S STATEMENT WERE NOT SPECIFIED, EMBASSY 
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HAS BEEN TOLD BY HOME MINISTRY THAT RESTRICTED AREAS ARE MUSTAND, 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



DOLPA AND MANANG DISTRICTS IN WEST AND TAPLEJUNG DISTRICT IN EAST. 

3. COMMENT: AS TOTAL NUMBER OF TIBETAN REFUGEES IN NEPAL PROBABLY 
NUMBERS NO MORE THAN 8,000, WITH NUMBER OF KHAMPAS PROBABLY RANGING 
FROM 800 TO 1500, HOME MINISTER'S STATEMENT REGARDING NUMBER OF 
KHAMPAS COOPERATING WITH GOVGERNMENT APPEARS GREATLY EXAGGERATED. 
WE ASSUME STATEMENT APPLIES TO NUMBER OF TIBETAN REFUGEES IN NORTHERN 
AREAS, MANY OF WHOM ARE NOT KHAMPAS, WHO HAVE ACCEPTED IDENTITY 
CARDS. INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY, INCLUDING SOME REPORTS 
FROM AFFECTED AREAS, INDICATES THAT THERE HAS APPARENTLY NOT BEEN 
ANY SIGNIFICANT EXCHANGE OF FIRE BETWEEN KAHMPAS AND NEPALESE ARMY 
UNITES. ARMY IS REPORTED TO HAVE APPROXIMATELY 1500 TROOPS IN AREA 
AND TO HAVE SET UP BLOCKS IN GHANDAKI VALLEY NORTH OF IOMOSOM 
AND AT THONJE TO CLOSE OFF EXIT OF KHAMPAS. 
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